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Superintendent’s Message
The first half of the school year presented several challenges to our
school community as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and I am happy to
share that working together we made the best of a bad situation. Thank
you to all of the families, school staff, Board members and community for
their unwavering support.
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Throughout this newsletter, you will find several items of interest that
have taken place this school year. Whether it be a celebration of our students or school
events I encourage you to read the newsletter closely and monitor the school website for
the most current information, dates and important messages. The website can be found
at www.royhart.org
Please make an effort to continue your physical distancing, hand washing, use of masks
and follow the guidelines that have been communicated. If you have questions or
comments, please send me a note via email at hstopinski@royhart.org or follow me on
Twitter @DrStopinski
Sincerely,
Dr. Hank Stopinski
Superintendent of Schools

Roy-Hart Fourth Graders Take Part in
Annual Holiday Tradition
The Gasport Post Office got a festive display thanks to the creative efforts of some fourth
graders from the Royalton-Hartland Elementary School.
Students and staff decorated a tree, donated by the Rickard Nursery and organized by the
Gasport Lions Club, outside the facility with mitten ornaments they made. Each mitten is
a gift request for an area child. “It’s a tradition for our students,” says Guidance Counselor
Bethany Andrees. “We have been doing this for many years and the students love decorating
it and singing carols to get into the holiday spirit.”
The idea of the tree is to bring cheer to kids who
may not be getting any gifts during the holiday
season due to financial hardships plaguing their
family. Duane and Deb Hill, Lions Club members,
have participated in this tradition for the last ten
years, the tradition started 35 years ago. They
say on average the tree usually helps around 45
families a year.
What a great way to really celebrate the season
for everyone!
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New Agriculture Foundation Supports Roy-Hart
Students and Families
The new Royalton-Hartland Agriculture Foundation (RHAF) kicks off
2021 with a board of directors committed to providing investment
and resources for innovative approaches to agriculture education,
meeting the needs of the Royalton-Hartland School District and the
regional agricultural community.

stakeholder groups
and the private sector,
and offer culturally
relevant information
and training.

Joining Board President Mike Landers (Howell Motors) are: Bob
Confer (Confer Plastics), Dan Conley (USI Insurance Services), Mike
Drum (Drum Oil & Propane), Steve Giroux (Middleport Family Health),
Bob Masse (Frontier Airlines), Carisa Masse (JFK Middle School),
Jeremy Silsby (Silsby Settlement Farms), Debi Sweeney (Maple View
Dairy Farm), and John Sweeney (Maple View Dairy Farm). Non-voting
members include Dr. Hank Stopinski, District Superintendent, and
Matthew Sweeney, Royalton-Hartland High School Agriculture
Teacher.

Landers said:
“Working
cooperatively with
the district, the RHAF
plans to strengthen
relationships
with community leaders and businesses, increase leadership
and character development opportunities for students, create a
speakers bureau, arrange field trips for students/teachers, explore
apprenticeship and/or job-shadowing programs, and convene
important conversations between the district and the community.”

“The RHAF is separate from the district’s Board of Education,”
Landers explained. “We believe we can bring countless opportunities
to help the district, educators, administrators, students, parents and
community. Our foundation is not responsible for any portion of the
district’s budget.”
A primary goal is to invest in creative educational programs and
projects that have a significant positive impact on the lives of the
students and families served. Beyond fund development, the RHAF
seeks to provide networking opportunities, build relationships with

Superintendent Stopinski, stated, “In this unprecedented time for
education, due to the pandemic and a reduction in state aid, it is
heartening that these high-profile community leaders are rallying
others to learn about the exciting agriculture initiatives and programs
in our schools. Their leadership is gratifying to our school board,
teachers and staff. The District looks forward to working with the
Foundation to build a strong Agriculture Center of Excellence in the
coming years.”

Virtual Exhibit Allows High School Students to Tap
Into Creative Side to Discuss Story
Lord of the Flies is considered a staple in many high schools for a
reading assignment. The dystopian literary classic focuses on a group
of British boys stranded on an uninhabited island and their disastrous
attempt to govern themselves. Themes talked about are tension
between groupthink and individuality, between rational and emotional
reactions and morality and immorality.
In Christopher Schaus’ English/Multi Media class, the reading and their
interpretation of the book is usually followed by a lively discussion and
a test in class. That then transpires into artwork which is usually on
display for students, parents and community to marvel at students’
inspirations from the story.
Unfortunately, with the COVID protocols in place and many students
participating virtually, the exhibit couldn’t happen this year. Not
wanting the students to miss out on sharing their creativity, Mr.
Schaus did some research and came up with Artsteps, a program that
allows the class to upload images, videos, text to generate a 3D model
to create a virtual art gallery for students and their guests to explore.
“It was a great solution for us,” he says. “The students really enjoyed
it and many of them spent a lot more time than usual coming up with
artistic ways to show off their interpretations. There was artwork and
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some students designed
maps and one student even
created a comic book. I
was really impressed how
many students went above
and beyond with their ideas
and art.”
Even though it has been
a challenging year for
students and teachers, Mr.
Schaus says technology
like this can be a bright spot. “This school year has forced many of
us to think outside of the box and this turned out to have a really cool
benefit in that we can share it with so many more people,” says Mr.
Schaus. “Instead of traditional tests to see if they understood the
material, it really allowed the students a wide open door to use their
talents to show off their knowledge. The response has been very
positive.”
You can check out the students’ Lord of the Flies exhibit here: https://
www.royhart.org/virtualmuseum
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Royalton-Hartland Elementary is Recipient of
ExxonMobil Education Grant
The Royalton-Hartland Elementary School is getting closer to
their goal of an outdoor classroom space at their site. Thanks
to the generosity of ExxonMobil’s Educational Alliance,
they received a grant for $500. The Crosby-Reid Petroleum
Company decided to match the grant and added an additional
$500 for the school.
The ExxonMobil Education Alliance is a national program that
funds math and science programs at schools in need. It is
part of their ongoing effort to support science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM) education. Their hope is that
their partnership with the Royalton-Hartland Central School
District will give students the tools and technology they need
to connect what they learn in the classroom with what they
see in the real world and create “Aha” moments.

Lura Kenward (Crosby’s Team Leader), Michele Harris (District Leader), Susan
McLaughlin, Jessica Monaco, Zach Amey (Territory Sales Advisor), Donna VanSlyke and
Dr. Hank Stopinski.

Jessica Monaco and Susan McLaughlin are the two teachers
at the school who are spearheading the outdoor learning spaces. “We are trying to extend what we did at the playground,” explains Mrs. Monaco.
“As educators we thought it would be nice to give students the opportunity to learn science by interacting with the natural world on campus.”
“We also wanted our campus to have a beautiful, natural setting and more space for the community to enjoy things like a walking trail and stage,”
adds Mrs. McLaughlin.
Thanks to input from their fellow teachers, administration and the community, there are several proposals for their vision of their outdoor space.
Some of the ideas are a pollinator garden that will contain an insect hotel and a bluebird house, a sundial, a greenhouse and mini orchard.
When the district was told that they were receiving monies from ExxonMobil and Crosby-Reid they were thrilled. “I thought it was amazing,” says
Mrs. McLaughlin. “This will help us fulfill so many plans.” Mrs. Monaco says, “It means a lot to everyone that we have the community’s support
for this venture. We think this will be a great space for everyone to enjoy.” Dr. Hank Stopinski, the District’s Superintendent, adds, “This is what
Royalton-Hartland is all about; community.” “This is very exciting,” says Principal Donna VanSlyke. “It is very generous and to think we now have
$1,000 dollars, we can do almost everything we were hoping to accomplish. We are very thankful to ExxonMobil and Crosby’s for this gift.”

Roy-Hart Middle School Class Shows Off Holiday and School
Spirit with Adopt a Tree
Roy-Hart Middle School
teacher Bridgette Johnson
wanted to help her students
celebrate the holiday season
by adopting a tree in the Village
of Middleport. The project
served a dual purpose because
it helped her students not only
embrace the message of the
season, but work on skills.
“Our class decided to decorate
the tree because many of the
students in my class need
additional help with fine motor
skills, such as holding pencils
or pens correctly, drawing
pictures and writing neatly,
stacking things or stringing
beads, and using scissors,
rulers, and other tools. After
looking at what the kids were

going to need to be able to
decorate this tree, we were
going to be able to work on
several of those skills.”
With the help of occupational
therapist, Peggy Hanavan,
speech therapist, Maureen
Quinn and classroom aide,
Patty Cavanargo, Mrs.
Johnson worked with her
students on the ornaments
and decorations for the tree.
“Our tree is Roy-Hart themed.
All the decorations are purple
and white. Every single
ornament and decoration on
our tree was handmade by our
students. There are beaded
ornaments, wooden painted
trees, paper chain garland, bulb

ornaments filled with purple
and white paper, woven yarn
ornaments, and the star on top
is made of hangers that the
kids zip tied together! The kids
really enjoyed working on the
ornaments while listening to
holiday music.”
After decorating, the students
were eager to get home and
tell their families about their
experience, and wanted to
come back when it was dark
out to see the tree decorated
with the lights on. “Overall, we
were able to incorporate skills
the students need to improve
on, while having a lot of fun
getting in the holiday spirit!,”
says Mrs. Johnson.
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Athletes Recognized for All-Western New York Honors
Congratulations to three Royalton-Hartland
athletes who have earned All-Western New
York (All-WNY) honors.

All-Western New York Girls Soccer. Choate
scored 18 goals and 2 assists.

Trent Choate, Boys Soccer forward, had an
amazing year with 13 goals and 2 assists. He
has been named to the small schools All-WNY
team.

Lexiss Diel was named to second team AllWNY for field hockey. This past season she
had 14 goals and 5 assists and was named
Offense MVP and received the Rampage
Award.

Soccer forward, Kara Choate, has been
named to the second team of the annual

We are so proud of these three talented
students!

Google Classroom Helps Middle School Students
Stay on Path to Success
Eighth grade General Science and Regents
Living Environment teacher Bethany
Crahen says Google Classroom has been an
awesome tool for teachers and students to
help keep them on track for a successful
school year. “It’s an educational platform
that is designed to make it easier for
educators to conduct virtual lessons. It
allows us to create and organize lessons,
while also being able to communicate with
students. Students are able to submit
work and communicate with us and other
classmates. It also helps by giving them
a to-do list and helping them stay on their
agenda and prioritize their work.”
Mrs. Crahen says the past school year
and this year has been a challenge with
learning how best to use technology to
benefit teachers and students. “There has
definitely been a learning curve. It is very

important that even when students are
learning from home, they feel like they are
in a classroom. It is so important to keep
them on a regular schedule. We realize
that some of our students also have the
responsibility of babysitting or helping
out younger siblings who are also learning
from home, so we encourage them to set a
schedule that works well for them and stay
focused during their school work time.”
obviously need.”
The flexibility of the platform and the
ability to communicate with their teachers
has had some good side benefits. “What
we have seen is that this is opening
up students to learn to advocate for
themselves and talk to us if they are having
trouble comprehending,” says Crahen.
“They are also learning to email with their
teachers, which for some of our students is
something new. But this is a skill they will
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Mrs. Crahen says that she and her
colleagues at the Middle School feel very
lucky with the technology they have at
their disposal. “It has allowed us to foster
a better connection with each other and
our students and it has given our students
ownership over their own learning. We love
the open line of communication and the life
skills the students are learning.”
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STEAM Club Carries On at the Elementary School
By: Daniel Mault
The STEAM Club has been interesting this year. In the past, we have had 35 students
attend each day of the Club, working collaboratively to problem solve, create, and engineer,
but of course this year things have had a to change a bit.
We have STEAM Club this year two days per week, once for Cohort A and once for Cohort B.
We have around 20 kids on each of those days, but because of the situation, there clearly
isn’t as much collaboration and working with groups to solve issues. We are, however,
making things work and adjusting. Our big goal for students this year is understanding the
design process, and an even bigger goal is to allow students to go through this process
using the 3D printer we have at the school.
We began the year by discussing 2D and 3D. Students created 2D models of a snowman, which we told them that they would then turn
into a 3D model using Tinkercad. After three weeks, students began building their 3D objects using the online software. Students built
their 3D snowmen, ensuring that each element that was added would be able to print properly on the printer. We printed a couple, but
there were small issues each time, which students were obviously bummed about, however, using the design process, students went
back to Tinkercad, made changes, and reprinted.
Now that students are comfortable with the software, we are going to dive deeper into 3D printing. We are going to explore how 3D
printing is used in the real world, whether it be for new inventions, printing Coral Reefs that have been destroyed, or printing parts
to “things” that are no longer made. In the coming months, students will work on an invention project and then try to create this new
invention in Tinkercad.
Things may look a bit different in STEAM Club this year, but our projects are just as meaningful and students are having just as much fun.

Technology Class Connects Classroom to Real World
High School Technology teacher, Michele Parker, loves being able
to use her background in Design to give her students experiences
with real world connections. “While I was working in the design
field, a friend of mine who was a principal asked me if I wanted
to teach adult education for BOCES Workforce Development and
I took him up on the offer.” Enjoying sharing her knowledge with
students led her to her current career in Technology Education.
“STEM is our student’s future. The skills they will develop in courses
such as, Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math will lead them
to exciting and prosperous careers. I certainly do not want them to
miss out.”

member in our community adding something to their life.”
Five of the high school technology classes are aligned with NCCC’s
curriculum in which students can earn college credit. “All my
classes are designed to take them a step further in their lives and
open their eyes to possibilities. It is really rewarding when past
students come and see me and talk about how their classes have
helped them to discover what it is they really want to do.”

Every year her curriculum changes to make things fresh for the
students. This year’s classes are Micro Computer Applications,
DDP (Design & Drawing for Production), Advanced CAD (ComputerAided Drafting)/Architecture and Energy/Transportation. Next
year’s classes will include Digital Photography, Computer Science,
Principles of Engineering/Materials Processing. “Through the
variety of courses, the hope is that my students will be well
prepared for the workforce and/or college. The knowledge they
gain from technology education will provide a base for BOCES
classes, a career, or college path. My students that went into
Welding, CAD, Manufacturing, or Engineering found that their
educational experience from my classes helped them advance
much faster in their programs. I would like them to be a viable
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Boys and Girls Soccer Victorious as N-O League Champions
The soccer season this year at Royalton-Hartland was like no
other that the District could remember. The Boys Soccer team
won their first Niagara-Orleans League Championship since 2000
and the Girls team won their first ever Championship. In what has
been a hard year for many, it gave the school district something
to cheer about.
“As we approached the 2020 Girls’ soccer season, there were a
lot of questions about whether or not we would even get to play,
and if we did get to play what would it look like,” says Coach Rich
Jennings. “In the middle of the uncertainty, the girls on our team
stepped up and continued to share their passion and desire to
step on the field and make history. They had expectations and
standards as to how they would perform and what they would
accomplish. They wanted to be the first team in the Roy-Hart
Girls Soccer history to win the league.”
Boys Soccer Coach Greg Martillotta says he saw how much his
team wanted to make this a special season. “It wasn’t ideal,
but the Rams kept their heads down and pushed forward. They
stayed hungry during the offseason, worked hard and had an
amazing, successful season. It was very awesome and very cool.”
Both coaches point to the teams’ leaders for focusing on
being resilient and encouraging their teammates to continue
fighting even when they suffered losses. Jennings says after
a disappointing loss to Albion, they talked about their ability
to recover quickly and to bounce back. “The girls realized that
if they just continued as a team, that there might be a chance
they could overcome their setbacks and still win the league.”
Martillotta adds, “The boys were determined to put their noses
to the grindstone all season and pull this off. It was a very
competitive league this year and all the coaches and teams did a
great job. Every game was a battle and it was not easy.”
“I am so extremely proud of the girls,” says Jennings. “Before

Heidemann
Named To
All-League
Junior Jay Heidemann had a great run with the
Cross Country team this year. He won first place
overall with his finish against Albion, Wilson,
Newfane and Akron and a second place overall
finish vs. Medina. He also placed fifth overall
at the All-League meet at Barker and due to his
amazing record he has been named to First Team
All-League.
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our final match
against Wilson,
we talked about
the difference
between the lion
and gazelle. Both
animals go to bed
each night. Both
animals wake up
in the morning and
start running. The
lion runs towards
something, the
gazelle runs away. We wanted to be the lion, to be the aggressor,
to play strong and run towards excellence.” Martillotta says the
boys were a pleasure to work with. “They put in countless hours
during the offseason, and the last several years, in an effort to
seek continuous improvement. We’ve asked the boys to embrace
the growth mindset
and to try and be one
percent better each
time they show up and
when you add several
days of one percent
improvement, it adds
up by the end of the
season. This could
be the best team I’ve
ever coached in my
26 years of coaching
Varsity level. These
boys earned the first league championship in 20 years by coming
together as a team and working hard each and every day. We
have such a good blend and balance of offensive and defensive
players and when you add all that up, this team has really
excelled.”
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Agriculture Program Receives CTE Endorsement
Starting next school year, students taking the Agriculture program will
receive a Career and Technical Education (CTE) endorsement on their
diploma.
Director of Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment and Technology, Jill Heck,
says she is excited that the District will be able to offer this distinction to
students. “We heard from the State Education Department who indicated
our application for the CTE technical endorsement for Agriculture is being
moved for final review. They stated that when the program becomes ‘active’
in the 2021-2022 academic year, the technical endorsement can begin
to be awarded to students as long as they have completed the necessary
coursework within the program. So next year’s seniors, if they’ve taken all
the coursework all along, are able to be awarded the technical endorsement.”
Career and Technical Education Endorsement is an enhancement on a student’s high school diploma in the form of a New York
State Education Department seal indicating that a student has completed coursework in a state approved CTE program along with
requirements for technical endorsement. Students who earn technical endorsement prove that they have met the rigorous academic
and industry standards of a state approved career and technical education program. The endorsement is recognized by employers in
the program field as well as colleges and industries across the United States.
Teacher Matthew Sweeney says he sees 10-15 students per grade level enrolled in the Agriculture CTE program next year. “I am thrilled
about the endorsement of our Royalton-Hartland Agriculture CTE program! As we prepare our students for both college and the
working world, the Agriculture CTE endorsement signifies a student’s attainment of the skills, both tactical and soft, necessary for
21st Century employment. Aligned with industry standards, the Agriculture CTE program provides students with a sound education in
agriculture. From the inquiry-based hands-on learning approach, program graduates will possess the knowledge and skills needed to
obtain employment and make informed decisions on food, fiber, and natural resources. With this CTE endorsement, Royalton-Hartland
students will have a ‘leg up’ in their postsecondary endeavors.”

Music Program Plays On
The coronavirus pandemic has
certainly made it challenging
for the Music Department to
keep their programs going.
Although the voices might be
muffled and rehearsals are
smaller and spread out due
to physical distancing, the
district’s safety guidelines
have allowed for the music to
continue.
“This has been a difficult few
months for everyone,” says
teacher and Director of the
Orchestra, Paul Monaco.
“Students are struggling to
stay engaged and it is usually
things like sports, music and
extracurricular activities that
motivate them to want to be
here. Unfortunately it means
no concerts, musicals and
festivals, which is really sad
for them. Plus we are trying to
inspire our virtual students to
continue to practice from home

and tune in to our classes. We
are also not starting the music
program at 3rd grade this year
because when a student first
starts out you have to be close
to them and help them with
how to place their fingers or
mouth on an instrument.” Mary
Bradfuhrer, Instrumental Music
teacher at the Elementary and
Middle School, says she runs
an “Introduction to 4th Grade
Band” class to help the newest
members of the band. “We work
on rhythms, learning musical
terms, and drumming on
buckets, pots, pans or anything
the students have around their
homes. My hope is when we
are all able to meet again inperson, the students will have
become better solo musicians
and then they can focus on
working together as ensemble
musicians once again.”
Ms. Bradfuhrer says, “It has

been an interesting year
adjusting to half-sized musical
ensembles, but the 5th and
6th grade bands are working
on strengthening their sight
reading and rhythm skills during
weekly band rehearsals and
mostly virtual lessons. We
have been playing over in the
high school auditorium every
week since September, and
most students have a virtual
lesson with me once a week
when they are home. I do allow
the percussion to have inperson lessons since masks

can be worn throughout their
lesson.” Mr. Monaco adds, “The
pandemic has made all of us
to be very flexible because we
want to make sure students are
learning as they should. We are
all very dedicated to making
sure that the students get out
of this what they can.”
All the teachers have expressed
that if anything positive comes
out of this, is that the students
will walk away as better
individual musicians and give
them a different mindset.
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Always check
our website at
www.royhart.org

for updates
on school
information
and COVID-19
resources.
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