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ROYALTON-HARTLAND CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

FALL 2019 A NEW SCHOOL YEAR BRINGS NEW OPPORTUNITIES

Superintendent’s Message

Welcome Back Students!

On Wednesday, September 4, we welcomed our students back to school 
for the 2019-2020 school year.   Our seniors began working towards the 
culmination of more than 12 years of preparation for their high school 
commencement.   For our pre-k and some of our kindergartners, it 
begins the first year of their journey through the Royalton-Hartland 
schools.  No matter where the children of the District began this year,        
I can assure you that they will be safe and have highly qualified teachers. 

Throughout this newsletter, you will find many items of interest that have taken place 
within the district thus far.   I encourage you to read the report closely, and monitor 
the school website for the most current information, dates and important messages.   
The website can be found at www.royhart.org

Please make an effort to reach out and say hello when you see me around the schools 
and town, send me a note via email at hstopinski@royhart.org or follow me on Twitter 
@DrStopinski

Sincerely,

Dr. Hank Stopinski, Superintendent of Schools

http://www.royhart.org
mailto:hstopinski@royhart.org
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Indiana at the National FFA Convention and Expo in October.  They 
all received a $1,000 scholarship from Paul Smith’s College for their 
gold medal finish as well.  

Assemblyman Michael Norris stopped by the high school to issue the 
students a proclamation for their achievement.  He told the students 
how proud he was of them and wished them the best of luck at the 
national competition!  

Assemblyman Michael Norris, Aidan Covert,        
Tagen Decker, Lorna Becker and Ashton Becker.  

Tagen Decker, Ashton Becker, Lorna Becker
and Aidan Covert.

Roy-Hart Agriculture teacher and FFA 
advisor Matthew Sweeney could not be 
prouder of the success that his students 
have had over the summer.  FFA is an 
intracurricular student organization 
for those interested in agriculture and 
leadership.  

Mr. Sweeney recently took his Agriculture 
Education students and FFA members to the 
2019 New York State Fair in Syracuse.  At the 
event, 10 Royalton-Hartland FFA members 
participated in Career Development 
Event Competitions showcasing their 
knowledge and technical skills in a variety 
of Agriculture industry areas including, Milk 
Quality, Meats Evaluation, Wildlife ID, Tree ID, and Environmental 
Science and Natural Resources.  

The students showed off the education they received and came 
home victorious.  The team of Aidan Covert, Tagen Decker, Lorna 
Becker and Ashton Becker took first place in the Environmental 
Science and Natural Resources Contest and will go on to represent 
New York State FFA at the National Contest and Expo in Indianapolis, 

Agriculture Teacher Matthew Sweeney Named National Teacher of the Year
Roy-Hart Agriculture teacher Matthew Sweeney has been named the 
2019 National Agriculture Young Teacher of the Year by the National 
Association of Agricultural Educators.  Mr. Sweeney is the recipient 
from Region Six in the United States, which represents the Northeast 
part of the country.  The organization is a federation of state 
agricultural educators associations with more than 7,800 members 
who are involved in school-based agricultural education at any level, 
from middle school through postsecondary, and state and national 
agricultural education leaders.  

“I was ecstatic when I found out that I got this award,” says Mr. 
Sweeney.  “This is an award where I was nominated by my peers which 
is tremendous.  I also get to go to Anaheim, California in December to 
receive my award and attend the National Association of Agricultural 
Educators Conference.  I am looking forward to the workshops which 
are taught by current agriculture teachers.  It will allow me to network 
with people who are in the classroom, who are really seeing and doing 
what I am doing and we will be able to communicate about the present 
industry and what is the trend right now in education.”   

Mr. Sweeney teaches at the high school where he offers courses in 
Animal Science, Food Science, Agricultural Science, Public Speaking, 
Leadership Development and Agricultural Business.  He uses the FFA 
model to prepare his students for FFA leadership conferences and 
competitions as well.  FFA is the premier youth organization preparing 
members for leadership and careers in the science, business and 
technology of agriculture.  “Some of the classes are full year like 
Animal Science, Food Science and Agricultural Science.  Some 
are 20 weeks classes like Public Speaking, Agricultural Business 
and Leadership Development,” he explains.  “I am able to educate 

Roy-Hart Agriculture Students to Represent NYS 
at National Competition

9th through 12th grade and some 
of my classes have prerequisites 
like Living Environment, formerly 
known as Biology, before they can 
come to my science classes.”  He 
says that the perquisites help his 
students be more successful when 
they start working with animals 
and talking about body systems 
and ecosystems.  “My Agricultural 
Science class is a general class 
which is designed for incoming 
freshmen and allows us to discuss 
the agricultural industry.  We talk 
about plants, animals, hunting and 
fishing, the conservation industry 
and floriculture, communications 
and leadership development.  It 
allows me to show them the industry.  
In later years they can specialize into the different classes.”

The classes have been incredibly popular with students and Mr. 
Sweeney says he owes a debt of gratitude to Superintendent Dr. 
Stopinski, the Board of Education and of course the Royalton-
Hartland community.    “I have to thank everyone for their support of 
agriculture education.  It is because of the community, we have been 
able to offer these classes to our students.  I feel very fortunate to be 
able to do something for our community.”
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Middle School Explores STEAM Classes
Roy-Hart Middle School has developed 
several new elective classes for the 2019-
2020 school year. The primary goal of 
creating these new classes was to provide 
students with opportunities to explore their 
interests and to become college and career 
ready. This year, 8th grade math teacher, 
Adam Eschborn, has taken the lead to 
develop a brand new STEAM class. Roy-
Hart Middle School’s STEAM class will focus 
on the integration of science, technology, 
engineering, art, mathematics, as well as 
collaboration. 

“We are striving to offer students more 
electives and increased opportunities to 
apply and learn a variety of skills” says Mrs. 
Alterio, Principal.  “We have several teacher 
leaders who are interested in offering more 
options in their expertise for our students 
like agriculture, health, business and reading 
and writing.  We are definitely planning on 
expanding our opportunities to our students 
so they can explore different interests.”  Mr. 
Eschborn says he was excited about being 
able to share more with the students.  “I 
wanted to do this because I am passionate 
about math and technology.   I do more than 
teach calculations, I look through the lens of 
careers and where the jobs are going.”  

The mission of the Royalton-Hartland 
Middle School is to provide a safe, 
nurturing and caring environment 
for their students to learn in.  “PBIS 
(Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports) is a system that helps 
establish good behavior requirements 
for our students in all areas of the 
Middle School building,” says Principal 
Danielle Alterio.  

PBIS helps educators lead the way 
in adopting more positive, less 
exclusionary disciplinary practices 
by setting expectations, building 
relationships and engaging students.  
Staff and students are taught the 
school’s expectations for classroom, 
hallway, buses and cafeteria and 
signs are posted around the school to 

PBIS Is Helping Middle School Students to 
Learn RAMS Way

reinforce those behaviors.  

Students are rewarded by 
modeling those behaviors 
by earning RAMS CHARGE 
cards by demonstrating one 
of the following behaviors: 
Respectful, Accountable, 
Motivated and Successful. 
“We are teaching students 
to behave in the RAMS Way.  
Students will cash in the 
charge cards for incentives 
and rewards,” explains Mrs. 
Alterio.  “Our students love 
being recognized for their 
great behavior and our staff 
is thrilled that the students 
are rising to the challenge 
and exceeding expectations.”  

Many of the teachers, including Mr. 
Eschborn, have sought out professional 
development opportunities to help develop 
their classes.  Eschborn completed 
professional development over the summer 
to learn about coding.   “All the students 
in STEAM are learning computer coding,” 
explains Eschborn.  “Many of them will say, 
I can’t do this and then they see that they 
can.  We then move on to HTML for a basic 
website.  It is really exciting for them to learn 

a new skill.”    

This sort of inquiry based, 
hands-on learning in 
science, technology 
and math is getting 
great response from 
the students and staff.  
Due to the high interest 
in the STEAM class, Mr. 
Eschborn will be advising 
an afterschool STEAM 
club, open to all students 
in grades 5-8.  “We want 
to build up our STEAM 
program and expose 
students to a variety of 
skills,” says Mrs. Alterio.  

Both educators stress that the middle 
school STEAM program is a work in 
progress, but they are excited by the 
possibilities and the support that the 
district is giving them to continue to grow.  
“Ultimately when our students leave middle 
school, we want them to be exposed to many 
career paths and courses like STEAM is a 
great way to do that,” says Mrs. Alterio.  “Our 
goal is to help students envision their future 
and give them tools for success.”  
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We Got Spirit!
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Congratulations to our Class of 2019 
Wall of Fame inductees!
 
BETTY BRIDGE
Physical Education Teacher
Dedicated 40 Years to Roy-Hart CSD 
(1945-1985)

EDWARD “TED” COATES
Teacher - Athletic Director - Coach
16 Years of Service to Roy-Hart CSD

CURTIS L. SNOWDEN – Class of 1972
Roy-Hart Athlete in Football, 
Basketball and Track (1968-1972)
 
PAUL MERRITT – Class of 1972
Roy-Hart Athlete in Football, 
Basketball and Track (1968-1972)

BRUCE F. RYDER – Class of 1959
Roy-Hart Athlete in Football, 
Basketball and Track

Proud to be a Ram - Wall of Fame Induction Ceremony
Class of 2019
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October is Fire Safety Month
Several local fire companies including Terry’s Corners 
Volunteer Fire Company, Middleport Fire Department, 
Tri-Town Ambulance, Mercy EMS, Gasport Chemical 
Hose and Fire Company and Hartland Volunteer 
Fire Company were on hand at Royalton-Hartland 
Elementary School to talk about Fire Safety with the 
students.  Principal Donna Van Slyke, who has been a 
volunteer firefighter and a former EMT for 25 years, is 
very passionate about this yearly lesson.  “This year’s 
theme is “Not Every Hero Wears a Cape, Practice and 
Plan Your Escape”. The lessons the students learn 
today are very important and could potentially save 
theirs and their family’s lives.”  

Terry Corners Fire Company Vice President and 
Designated Fire Prevention Officer Phil Gow says, 
“Today we are doing a demonstration with our fire personnel and watching a video on 
fire safety around the home.  Students will also have an opportunity to explore our 
vehicles and some of equipment we use and get more familiar with us.”  

Students loved seeing the fire and EMS personnel in their gear and exploring their 
trucks.  They had a lot of great questions and learned some valuable life-saving 
measures to practice at home.

Help Your Family 
Survive a Fire
• Install smoke alarms on every level 

of your home, inside bedrooms and 
outside sleeping areas. 

• Once a month check whether 
each alarm in the home is working 
properly by pushing the test button. 

• Replace batteries in smoke alarms 
at least once a year. Immediately 
install a new battery if an alarm 
chirps, warning the battery is low.

• Teach your children what smoke 
alarms sound like and what to do 
when they hear one.

• Ensure that all household members 
know two ways to escape from 
every room of your home, and 
where to meet up outside.

• Practice your fire escape plan at 
least twice a year and at different 
times of the day. Practice waking 
up to smoke alarms, low crawling 
and meeting outside. Make sure 
everyone knows how to call 9-1-1.

• Emphasize “get out, stay out.” Only 
professional firefighters should 
enter a building that is on fire—even 
if other family members, pets or 
prized possessions are inside.

• Use quick-release devices on 
barred windows and doors. Security 
bars without release devices can 
trap you in a deadly fire. If you have 
security bars on your windows, be 
sure one window in each sleeping 
room has a release device.

• Consider getting escape ladders 
for sleeping areas on the second or 
third floor. Learn how to use them, 
and store them near the windows. 

• Teach household members to 
STOP, DROP and ROLL if their 
clothes should catch on fire.

Firefighters & equipment up close!
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they pay I decided to take that.  I love the 
hands-on learning.”  Lauryn Krieger signed 
up for the Building Trades program with 
her classmate Jamie Seib.  “I think Roy-
Hart allowing us this opportunity is great 
because it gives us a taste of the real world 
and allows us to explore our interests.  
Now I will have these skills to start my own 
business or make money to put myself 
through college.” 

Royalton-Hartland Superintendent Dr. 
Stopinski has repeatedly complimented 
the Board of Education and community 
for their support of Career and Technical 
Education.   He does not believe any other 
District in the Region (perhaps the State) 
has a higher participation rate than Roy-
Hart.

Royalton-Hartland High School has 
had a very successful and productive 
relationship with Orleans/Niagara BOCES 
over the years.  The high school sends 59% 
of their juniors and 68% of their seniors to 
either the Orleans or Niagara Career and 
Technical Education Centers to help their 
students get high-quality, cost effective 
career and technical education.  What 
they learn at BOCES will help them bridge 
academics with skills they will need to 
succeed in post-secondary education or 
the workforce. 

You cannot underestimate the value of 
hands-on opportunities that allow students 
to see the connections between what 
they’re learning and how they can apply 
those skills in the real world say experts.  
Those experiences help students choose 
their college majors or career paths or 
help them earn industry certifications.  
Logan Edwards, a senior in the Culinary 
Arts program, says he has wanted to 
come to the Orleans Career and Technical 
Education Center since he toured it in 
elementary school.  “I have had a passion 
for cooking since I was a child,” he says.  
“This was a great place to start my learning 
and to be able to do it in high school and not 
have to pay for this education is awesome.”  
Blake Halstead is in his second year of the 
Welding program.  “I really had no idea of 
what I wanted to do after graduation until I 
came to BOCES.  Once I realized how many 
jobs there are in welding and how well 

Partnership with Orleans/Niagara BOCES Proves 
Very Successful with Roy-Hart
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
Chad Owen, President 
Tom Brigham, Jr., Vice President

Coach Holahan Recognized with 
Section VI Sportsmanship Award
Royalton-Hartland Coach, Bill Holahan, 
was recently honored at the Section 
VI Coaches Sportsmanship Awards. 
The 19th Sportsmanship Recognition 
Dinner, held at the Columns Banquet 
facility, honored several coaches from 
various sports of the 95 schools that are 
members of the organization. They were 
recognized for their coaching abilities 
and, more importantly, their ability to 
teach their student-athletes the value of 
good sportsmanship on and off the field. 

Following the dinner, Coach Holahan, 
who is entering his 43rd year for 
coaching, was presented with his 
award. He is the current Head Coach for 
the Girls Varsity Volleyball team and a 
past Varsity Girls Softball team coach. 
Royalton- Hartland Athletic Director 
John Grzymala spoke on behalf of the 
school district and the Niagara-Orleans 
League. “I have been in the Roy-Hart 
School District for ten years and Bill has 
been a great role model for not only me, 
but for thousands of Roy-Hart student-
athletes,” he said. 

Coach Holahan addressed the crowd 
that included his wife and daughter, “It 
has been an honor to coach at Roy-Hart, 
especially with all the support that I 

have had over the years and to have 
guided and watched the growth and 
development of the Roy-Hart program 
since its humble beginnings in the mid 
1970’s. I still am in contact with a number 
of my former players who still play with 
us over the summer.” 

Coach Holahan has coached his Lady 
Rams team to eight Niagara-Orleans 
Titles in 1983, 1991, 1994, 1996, 1997, 2008 
and 2009. Under his leadership the team 
also has three Sectional titles in 1983, 
1987 and 1996. 

Doug Ames (Section VI Sportsmanship 
Coordinator), Adam Stoltman (Superintendent 
of Alden Schools/Member of Section VI Board), 
Coach Bill Holahan, John Grzymala and Jim 
Graczyk (Section VI Sportsmanship Coordinator).

ROYALTON-HARTLAND CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Emergency School 
Closing Information
In the event that it becomes necessary 
to close the schools due to inclement 
weather or other emergencies, the 
following media will broadcast that 
information:

Television: WGRZ (Ch. 2), WIVB (Ch. 4)  
and WKBW (Ch. 7). Radio: WBEN (930 AM), 
WLVL (1340 AM)

Announcements will be made as early 
as possible. Please be sure that the 
school has up-to-date phone numbers for 
notification by automated messages.

Parents and students are asked to refrain 
from calling the schools or the transporta-
tion deptartment to obtain closing infor-
mation. Do not make the assumption that 
the district is closed because you have 
heard that other area schools have closed.

Students will not be transported to out-
of-district placements for students with 
disabilities, private or parochial schools 
on days that the District is closed for 
inclement weather.

Afternoon and evening activities are 
cancelled when the schools are closed for 
weather related emergencies.

Occasionally, we are forced to close earlier 
than the scheduled closing hour. Please 
instruct your child as to what he/she is to 
do in case of such an emergency.

Carol Blumrick  
Carrie Choate  
Sara Fry 

Jesse Snyder
Jeffrey Waters  

SUPERINTENDENT 
OF SCHOOLS
Dr. Hank Stopinski

DISTRICT CLERK
Mrs.  Marjorie Masters 
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RHSD Adult Education Program
The fall/winter adult education 
brochure is now available online.

Choose from:
• Water aerobics
• A Halloween wood craft class
• Quilting workshops
• Greeting card workshops
• Italian cookie class

Find full class descriptions and 
the registration form at 
www.royhart.org/adulteducation

IMPORTANT NOTE
Due to the late 
start date of the fall 
semester, you can 
either send in your 
registration form with 
the check OR bring your 
form and payment to 
the first class.

Teach an Adult Ed. Class
Interested in teaching a workshop 
next semester? Contact us to let us 
know what you would like to teach!

Adam Eschborn and Dan Mault
Contact us with any questions at:

aeschborn@royhart.org or dmault@royhart.org 
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